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Iohannes Sarisberiensis - Metalogicon
lib. : 2, cap. : 20, linea : 96 [*]
Nam in philosophantium foro exuberat bonitas, et uerba distrahuntur ad gratiam.
Itaque detur ut sint uniuersalia, aut etiam ut res sint, si hoc pertinacibus placet, non tamen ob hoc
uerum erit rerum numerum augeri uel minui, pro eo quod ista non sunt <uel sunt> in numero rerum.
Siquis autem uniuersalia seorsum recenseat, numero quidem inueniet esse subiecta, sed cui
singularium numerus non aggregatur.
Sicut enim collegiis aut corporibus non *** connumerantur *** capita, aut capitibus corpora, sic nec
uniuersalia singularibus, nec singularia numeri accessione uniuersalibus accrescunt.
Numerus enim dumtaxat illa complectitur, quae eiusdem rationis sunt, et quae in singulis generibus
rerum natura discreuit.
Nihil autem uniuersale est nisi quod in singularibus inuenitur; seorsum tamen a multis quaesitum est,
sed tandem nihil inuenerunt omnes in manibus suis, quoniam seorsum a singularibus nihil est, nisi
forte qualia sunt uera, aut similia complexorum significata sermonum.
Nec moueat quod singularia et corporea exempla sunt uniuersalium et incorporalium, cum omnis
ratio gerendi ut ait Augustinus incorporea sit et insensibilis, illud tamen quod geritur, et actus quo
geritur, plerumque sensibilis sit.
Ergo quod mens communiter intelligit et ad singularia multa aeque pertinet, quod uox communiter
significat, et aeque de multis uerum est, indubitanter uniuersale est.
Sed et hoc ipsum, scilicet quod intelligitur, quod significatur, benignius interpretandum est, ut
nequaquam ad disputandi decurratur angustias, et artis grammaticae subtilitatem, quae ex sui natura,
nisi uenia licentiae impetrata, demonstratiuas dictiones infinitas esse non patitur.
Sed nec relatiuas uagas esse permittit, quin earum significatio, aut determinatione personae, aut actus,
aut actionis alterius coartetur.
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BOOK II
Liberality reigns in the market pbce of philosophcrsJ3~3 where
words may be borrowed without restriction or charge.'" Accord
ingly, even if it were granted lh:ll universals "exist" and are
"things," 10 plc;\sc the obstinate, still il would not, on this account,
follow that the llolal] number of things would be incrcaSl-d or
diminished by adding or subtracting universals. If olle examines
uni"crsals, he will find that, while tllCy C:In be: numbered, tllis
lHunbcr cannot be added to the number o[ individual things. As
with corporalI' colleges or other bodies, the number of heads cannot
be added to that of the bodies, or \'ice versa, so with universals and
parlicubr things, the lIumber of universals cannot be added to

that of particular things, or vicc \'er5.1. Only thing$ of the S:Hlle
SOft, which afC by nmure distinct ill each given kind of thing.l,
can be numbered together with one another. Nothing can be uni
versal unless it is found in particular things. Despite this, many
ha~'e sought to find the universal, in itself, apart from individual
things. But at the end of their search, they have all come out empty

h:mded. For the universal, apart from particular things, is not an
entity, unless perhaps in the seme that truths and like meanings of
combinul words are emities, It docs not make any difference that
particular material things are examples of universal immaterial
things, as c\'cf\' moJe of activity (according to Augustine) is im
material and insensible, :Ilthough what is Jone, tog"ther with the
act whereby it is Jonc,3" is generally perceptible by the senses,
That which is understood in :l general W:lY by the mind, as pertain.
ing cqu:llly to lIlany particular things, and that which is signifinl in
a general way by a word,"· as referring equally to several beings, is
beyond doubt univt:rs:l!. But even the terms "that which is under
stood," and "that which is signified," mmt be accepted in a broad
manner, and cannot be subjected either to the narrow straits of
disputation or to the subtle analysis of the grammatical an. The
latter, of its nature, does not ;lnOW demonstrative expressions to be

"" rhi!<.,ophlll;U"', 'h"'" I'hilo>o;,l,i,ing, Iho'" "'ho ",<k wi>dom.
- diIlNhlJnl'" ad 11",,,'0""
... ill",1 , , . qu"d II";"" <t O(lU, '1"" ,,,;1,,,, ,he ,hi"~ Jone "n,1 ,~< o<! ,,( J"ing. ,1,<

obj«, of Ih< wi,'i,)' .nd tII< .etivi')' i'",lf, Thu. 'he foooJ I "'" .00 'h< ""Iinll' of i' <nn
be l.ttfI' 00' "",,'ing," ., • kin,1 of bel",'i",. i, , Ll"i"<I~'1, "ci'her ""le,i..1 nor ,,",i~le,

-]'or ",","pic, • ,,,mmon ",",n,
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